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FREEZE FRAME... ¥x . ...
Stop the Madness e

Written, directed, and choreographed by Debbie Allen

Plessa note this show containg mature themeas that may not ba appropriate for audiances younger than 13,



What’s Going On?

What Happens in the Story?

store, and the police in pursuit. The
jamming dance party whera
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unfaolds in a collage of averlapping characters :
that carry the community

yle of
da d ma n the sum o rt forms. It is
a way of axperiancing and interprat ] arfd—a
culture, in other words,




Who's Who
David Washington an activist poet, nicknamed Moon
bDecausa he "glows™ when he raps

Bishop James Washington lll David’s father and head
af L.AS mast successful Black Baptist church

Eleo Ramirez he can't hear and doesn't speak, but Elec
paints the pain he still feals from the drive-by shooting
that killed his maother and sister

Rosanna Elec's grandmothar and the oldest ta join a
gang for protection

Eartha Dolphin nicknamed Dancin' Snack for her
reaking moves

Abe Jones the high school basketball star, Slick hopes
Mis skills can take him to the pros

Jimmy aka The Collector; a hate-filled gang membar
raised in an abusive family

Officer Hodges a white cop wha relocated to LA, for
the sunshine

Ms. Belinda a music and woice teacher and a champion
far the kids of the community

DA NI the smartest and most loved kid in the
naighbarhood

What to Look and Listen for

m How differant stylas of dance reveal characters and
what's going on inside thair hearts and heads. What
steps and vocal styles signal love, optimism, and hope?
What mowves indicate despair, anger, and viclanca?

m How action spills over from video scenes an the big
scraen onto the stage, and the interplay betwean video
and live action. Also, watch for ways affects create
differant settings, like the church, the streets, the park,
a basketball court.

m How the parfformance uses freaze frames. A “freeze
frama” is a film and video technique where the action
stops 50 the image looks like a still photo. Watch for
freaze frames on-screen and onstage. Whan are they
used? What are they trying to capture or communicate?

What to Think About

® Think about how the different generations are
partrayed in the show. Where do the older folks find
suppart and comfort? Where do the childran and teans
find comfort and joy? When and why do the different
generations struggle to connact and communicate
with each othar?

= One vocal refrain in a song goes: They don’t evan know
aur rame [ Gonana take us out just the same. What role
do narmes and idantity play as a theme in the show?

® Bullying shows up in different forms during tha
parformance. One theory about bullying is that when
paople love thamsalves, they don’t want to hurt others.
But whan people hate themsehras, thay want others ta
suffer. How does this idea apply to the play? How do
people deal with bullying? How can friends and allies
hedp targets of bullying reclaim their power?

m At one point, community mambers have a meeting,
“Tha Stop the Madness Comersation about Gun
Vialence in Amearica.” Listen to the profcon positions
about guns and gun contral shared by the peopla
thera. Which side do you lean toward? Can you sum
up the other side’s position in an unbiased way?

m Why is the show called Freers Frame...Slop the
Madness?
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Talking Gun Rights and
Gun Control

Calumbine. Virginia Tech. Sandy Hook. Charleston. San
Barnarding. Orlando. Dallas. You will hear these place
names meantionad and sung mora than ance in the shaw.
They were all sites of mass shootings that left innocent
paopla dead.

Guns, gun violence, and gun contral in the United States
are core issues in Freeze Frame... Slap the Madness. In
many parts of the United States, guns are among the
mast controversial topics to bring up. Meost discussions
on the subject end with no minds changed and
averybody angry.

It is useful to keap in mind that any debate is not jained just
at the level of facts and intellect, but alse — and maybe
mora importantly — in the realm of emotions. Recognizing
and respacting the intenss fealings driving the discussions
are essential to keeping them constructive.
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Debbie Allen: The Creative Force

As writer, choreographer, and director, Debbia Allen is
the creator behind Freeze Frame... Sfap the Madness.
The threa-time Emmy® Award-winner has taught the
potency of dance to thousands of youth at Debbie Allen
Dance Academy in Las Angelas.

This performance, thaugh, is closest to her heart, she
says, after years of watching futilely as youth, especially
African Amearican and Latino youth, die in an angoing
epidemic of gang and gun violence. “It's like all thesa
s0uls keap speaking to me and it's ke we've got to do
samething about it.”

Explore More!

Go to KC Connections on ARTSEDGE
artsedge.kennedy-center.orgfstudents/ke-connections
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